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Abstract

The Shrine of Abdolazim located in Ancient historical city of Ray is a complex including holy
shrines of Immamzadeh Taher, Immamzadeh Hamzeh and Abdolazim Hassni. Immamzadeh
Taher’s shrine is placed at the north side of the complex and at the east side of Abdolazim
Hassni’s shrine and the museum of the complex also is at the south east of Mosalla (praying
room for muslims) which is ornamented with decorative arrays. The complex is one of the
most valuable treasures of architectural works and related arts. Its construction dates back to
the second half of third Hijri century and it has been developed and evolved up to the present
century. The complex has been greatly decorated with some artistic works. Some of the most
significant of which are inscriptions by "Mohammd Ebrahim Tehrani known for Mirza Amo"
who has been one of the outstanding and well-experienced inscription creators of Qajar era in
Iran. The inscriptions were executed by applying Nastaliq script, and are considered important
documents in the study of the development of Nastaliq scripts. They were written and made in
two calligraphic and architectural methods, respectively, on papers and on seven-color tiles.
Nastaliq as a favorite script has appeared in architectural designs attributed to Qajar era along
with Thulth script. Thus recognition and awareness of prevalent Nastaliq inscriptions and their
transformations are considered crucial needs for calligraphy and architecture communities, but
the subject has been neglected by most researchers. Evaluation of calligraphic transformation
through paper inscriptions which are directly written by calligraphers is an excellent and
professional case study. Furthermore, since the quality of scripts undergo some changes or
defects when transferring to tiles, stones or other things, analysis and comparison of paper
inscriptions and seven-color tile inscriptions should be paid close attention to. Actually, it is
a new look at epigraphy on seven-color tiles in which not only the calligrapher but the tiler
also is involved.

It can— not be— denied that production of calligraphic works specially Nastaliq script, is
influenced by understanding transformations of scripts and manuscripts in form and structure
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over time; hence epigraphy and its transformation especially in holy places and the conformity of Nastaliq
script with characteristics and requirements of epigraphy as well, have been overlooked by researchers.
The purpose of this survey is to distinguish the differences between two methods of epigraphy, on papers
and on tiles, and to realize transformations of Nastaliq letters and words when they were transferred from
paper sheets to tiles. Library-based and field study resources as well as observational descriptive and
analytical methods have been implemented to conduct the study. Some questions should necessarily be
answered to obtain the aim of this study. Firstly, what are the differences between Mohammd Ebrahim
Tehrani’s paper inscriptions kept in the museum of Abdolazim Hassani’s holy shrine and his seven-color
tile inscriptions located in the veranda of Imamzadeh Taher’s holly shrine in terms of writing form of
Nastaliq and its composition (tarkib)? Secondly, which attributes should be taken into consideration to
classify these inscriptions?

The result of evaluation in both types of epigraphy indicated some stylistic features and visual standards
for the works available from second period of the Qajar era, namely, writing big sizes of words and
letters plus relative structural coherence in Nastaliq writings. It was revealed that slight variations exist
between the two types of epigraphy. In the tile inscriptions, for instance, letters and words were written
smaller in size and they were also executed bolder in comparison to the paper inscriptions. Thestretched
letters (kashidas)are noticed to be elongated shorter in this type of epigraphy, though. Individual letters
such as ra and vav "_¢ " are not attached tothe letter of ha "»". Additionally, the angel between calligraphy
pen and the paper while writing dots (noghte) varies between 36 and 50 degrees. Furthermore, fewer
‘seating’ lines (korsi) and the same type of gemination, the doubling of a consonantal sound, were
conceived in composition (tarkib) of the tile inscriptions.

It was observed that words and letters underwent minor changes when they were transferred from the
papers to the tiles, due to direct supervision of the calligrapher and his expertise in writing on variety of
surfaces in addition to theskillful tiler who neatly created the tile inscriptions. Tehrani also has signed
his paper inscriptions (1291 Hijri), available in Abdolazim Hassani’s Shrine, as "Mohammd Ebrahim
Tehrani" which is the calligrapher's full name. He has utilized black ink on the pale gold background
papers to make the inscriptions. Another notable feature is that two types of curved and angular frames
are perceived in his paper inscriptions. His tile inscriptions (1301 Hijri), however, have been signed
as "Mohammd Ebrahim, Mashhor Be Mirza Amo" which includes calligrapher’s first and nick names.
White ink, navy blue backgrounds and curved shape frames were noted as the characteristics of the tile
inscriptions by Tehrani.

key words: Cultural and artistic factors, Irani Islamic creative city, factor analysis,
Isfahan metropolitan
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the 21st century, the rapid growth of urbanization, along with the information revolution, and the further
development of new technologies, show a structural change in the urban development process. Cities are focusing
their efforts on providing a suitable environment for attracting as many elite and talented individuals as the "creative
class" in the term.

One of the latest urban development strategies that emphasizes the importance of culture and art in the urban
development process is the idea of creative city. This theory was first introduced by Richard Florida in 1990 and
considered as one of the new urban planning approaches. Creative city is a cultural approach of urban development
that emphasizes the improvement of the citizens’ life quality through the attraction and development of people's
talents and creativity.

The creative city is the center of innovation, creativity, technology, and conversion of ideas to wealth. Since today,
taking advantage of these attributes is one of the goals of any city, it is necessary to measure and evaluate the
factors that facilitate the achievement of this vision. If a city succeeds in attracting and nurturing the creative class
and employing them in the fields of management, economics and creative industries, it can win the competition
with other cities. It is important to note that entering to the global network is attractive, but, preserving the local
culture and national identity is also very important. Accordingly, in the present study, we have tried to find a model
for city development that support local culture and national identity.In this regard, we have tried to make it possible
to localize the indicators of a creative city based on the Islamic perspective.

Materials and Methods

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of cultural factors on the formation of creative Irani-Islamic
city, and we attempt to answer this question that what are the indicators to localize the Irani-Islamic creative city
with regard to the important role and influence of Islamic culture in the way of organizing urban centers and
residential spaces in Iran?To answer this question, the present research tries to identify the factors and indicators
that can provide the ground for the realization of the creative city in the urban community of Iran through the views
of religious scholars and urban planning.

After collecting a number of indexes with regard to creative city from existing literature, and dividing them into
different sections, we separated items related to the art and culture sections.Then, by making a questionnaire, we
measured their compatibility from Islamic perspective through questioning religious students in Isfahan.Factor
analysis technique was used to categorize the selected indicators.

By using factor analysis, indicators were reduced in four categories including first: "development of culture and
art", second:"literature and visual arts", third:"social and intellectual freedom", and forth:"political freedom".
Discussion and Results

The strength of this study is based on the results obtained through in-depth interviews with the questioners. Here
are some important points that if they are implemented in the city, access to the Iranian-Islamic creative city in the
field of art and culture will be possible. These tips include:

The result of the research showed that in order to reach the Irani-Islamic creative city in the field of culture and art,
at first, we should increase the level of literacy and awareness among people.In this regard, we found that, using
tools such as mass media, cinema, theater, music, etc. will be very influential.It is also very important to support
craft, visual arts, artists and local culture. Another point is the strengthening and development of infrastructure for
the promotion of books and reading, which is achieved by appropriate distribution of libraries and updating the
existing ones. Also, the protection and dissemination of new and precious works, alongside the promotion of book-
reading culture will be very helpful. Finally, it is emphasized that the existence of social, intellectual and political
freedom in a culturally oriented society, will increase the rationalization of citizens, and would be very effective
in fostering their creativity

Conclusions

At the end, creative Iranian-Islamic city is not a far reachable dream, as in the past centuries, the Islamic cities have
been the flagship of urban development. "Creative city", today through adoption of Islamic principles with realities
today society may lead to more glority of Islamic cities.






