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Abstract

The establishment of war museums is a common thing in most countries involved in war.
These countries are trying to preserve and transfer these heritages to the next generations
by displaying the tools and spaces left over from the war. The main goals of these museums
are to commemorate the dead and victims of war, to praise peace and to learn from the evil
effects of war. The design of war museums is different according to the attitude towards
war, identity and culture of each society. Therefore, one of the goals of this research is
to take a new look at the concept and model of the war museum and its artifacts in Iran,
considering the way of looking at the Iran-Iraq war (Holy Defense).

Various previous researches show that the influence of religious teachings in the society
was not only effective in the formation of the identity of the people present in the war, but
also in the actions and attitudes of the visitors. In this regard, an effort has been made to
define the new concept of “Regional Axial Museum in Regional Scale” in the light of the
potential capacities of the cultural heritage of the society on one hand and the presence of a
new type of visitors to war zones (Caravans of Rahian Noor) on the other hand.

In the new definition of the AMRS (Axial Museum in Regional Scale) some concepts of
original literature should be used metaphorically to represent the concepts of works and
heritage of holy defense, such as excellence, the spirit of sacrifice, and reaching closeness
to God, which is quite a difficult and controversial endeavor. To crystallize the idea of the
AMRS, a part of the road from Ahvaz region to Arvand in the border of Persian Golf has
been selected. Then, by arranging and sequencing the relevant path according to physical
spatial features, as well as paying attention to war events related to different parts and nodes
located on the path, the spatial values of the path should be represented and displayed for
the visitors and groups of pilgrims in Rahian-Noor Caravans.

The stages of representing the relics and events of the Iran-Iraq war era in the studied route
are explained with a brief escape to the metaphors of Attar’s Seven Climates of Love in
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different sequences to strengthen the spatial perception of Ahvaz to Arvand Axial Museum on a regional
scale.The sequencing of the path related to the study of the Ahvaz-Arvand axis brings the development
of the sacred defense museums from the idea phase to the realized phase, which is more original than
the conventional and formatted forms of war museums in Iran and the world. The development and
completion of this regional pattern in more operational scales such as planning and urban design and
architectural scale can be the stages of expansion of this pattern.

Keywords: Tourism and Museum of War, Cultural Heritage of Holy Defense, Iran-Iraq War, Rahian-
Noor Caravans, AMRS(Axial Museum in Regional Scale).




